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2. IV. III. 16, 17. 


All Seripture- is given by inſpiration of Cod, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof , for 


correction, for inſtruction in righteouſt neſs: 


That the Man of God may be perfect, throeghty 
furniſhed unto all good works. 


UR Holy Religion deriving it's whole 

Authority, from the Affurance of the 

Truth and Divinity of the Holy 
e „ it would afford us an uſeful and 
noble Proſpect for our Contemplation, to con- 
ſider diſtinctly the firſt Article of our Text on- 
ly; to ſhew that the divine Infpiration of the 
ſacred Writings is encompaſſed with a cloud of 
Witneſſes, is recommended to us with Evidence 
t:irreſiſtible. The Train of Hiſtory, the Scene of 
Action, the Facts which are Recorded, the Cir- 
3 cumſtances of Time and Place which are re- 
fer'd to, might be ſhewn to be all agreeable to 
the ſtate of Things then preſent, and to have 
the Atteſtation of "Profane Authors. The Ve- 
rity of the Doctrines, as well as the Rectitude 
of the Precepts, which the Scriptures contain, 
might be ſhewn to mark out evidently the Di- 
vine ſource from which hey ſprung. The Re- 
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2 A SERMON Preach'd at the 
ality of the Miracles might be proved, to which 
the ſacred Oracles do appeal, for confirmation 
of the Truths which they deliver, as well as 
for Credentials of the glorious Commiſſion 

- which their Authors had recciv'd. Againſt Theſe 

| there was not the leaſt Room to alledge either 
the Crime of Impoſfure or the Frenzy of En- 
thuſiaſm. How brightly accompliſhed might 
we bchold them with Innocence & Integrity; | 

how eminent their Probity, how unblemiſhed * 

' the ſanity of their Life and Manners? We 

might enquire whether ſuch Men could enter 
into a Combination to deceive others We 

might ſhew that they were competent Judges 
of the Reality of the Facts which they have 
atteſted, and could not thercin be Themſelves 
deceived. But what ſhould we ſay, rightly to 
contemplate theſe Witneſles of the Divinity of 
the Goſpel, endued in an inftant with Power 
from on high? Them, who before were illi- 
terate and unskilfull, enabled to {peat immedi- 
ately with the Tonzues of Men and of Angels, ac- 
compliſhed with "the Gift of Prophecy, inlight- 
enced with the Underſtanding of il Atyſferies 
and all Knowledee, Authorized and Fortified 
with ſuch a ſtupendous Power as is adequate to. 

That of even removing Mountains? Could we 

do otherwiſe upon this View, than acknow- 

ledge Them to have been excellently qualified 
for bringing about the greateſt and moſt bene- 
ficial Revolution that ever was; for being the *' 

Maſter Builders of the Church of Chriſt? 


The 


for reproof . 


Biſhop's Viſitation at El v. 3 
The Undertaking which I ſpeak of, would 
engage us alſo to prove the ſacred Books te 
have been Written by thoſe very Holy Men 
whoſe Names they bear, and that there has Pony 
no Fraud in their Conveyance to us. | 

Such important Matters as Theſe, could not 

but be a fit Entertainment of, and worthy of 


being liſtened to by Thoſe, who are to accom- 
pliſh themſelves out of theſe divine Writings 


for the Execution of their ſacred Office. But 
as it would be difficult ro comprehend any 
thing worthy of ſo great a Deſign, within the 
uſual bounds of ſuch Diſcourſes as theſe, ſo 1 
ſhall chooſe for the main Subject of my pre- 
ſent Undertaking, the grand Point which the A- 
poſtie is inculcating in my Text, viz. The Pro- 
fitableneſs of the Scriptures to the Accompliſh- 


ment of the Man of God. We will take then 


for granted, that All Seripture is given by pr — 
ration of” God, and will try to Build upon 


; Foundation: Wherein alſo we ſhall follow 


more cloſely the Mind and Meaning of our A- 
poſtle; whoſe very words do manifeſtly ſpeak 
this Senſe, as they are repreſented in ſome of 
the beſt MSS. as well as the moſt Antient Ver- 
ſions and Quotations of the Fathers: Which 


leave out the Particle before , ſome 


of them putting be inftead of it, according to 
which Reading our Verſion ſhould run. All 
Scriprure given by inſpiration F God, or, All di- 
Vinely inſpired Scriptnre is profitable for doftrine , 
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: am to conſider, 

The Profitableneſs of the holy Scriptures 
for the ſeveral Ends which are mentioned. 

2aly. The Accompliſhment, which the Man 
of God may receive from them, for the Diſ- 
charge of his Office. 

I. I ſhall take a diſtin View of the ſeveral 
Ends which are mention'd: the Firſt whereof 
is, that All Scripture given by inſpiration of God, is 
profitable for Doctrine; it is uſeful and ſufficient 
to inſtruct us in what we are to Believe. 

A Glorious Proſpect is opened in it F the 


Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledge of God, as well as of his abundant 


Grace = Goodneſs to Mankind. Such elevat- 
ed Myſteries are here Revealed, as were alto- 
gether unknown to former Ages, and {till con- 
tinue ſo to the Men who know not theſe Wri- 
tings. Such ſublime Truths are here made ma- 
nifeſt, as puzzled and cluded the moſt ſubtil 
Inquirics of the Great Philoſophers and Wiſe 


Men of Antiquity. That amazing Queſtion 


concerning the Origine of Sin and Evil is here 
ſolved, as well as a proper Remedy diſcovered, 


whereby their cruel Sting, their deadly Influen- 


ces may be avoided. We here find, that imme- 
diately upon the Entrance of them into the 


World, a mighty Deliverer was Promis d for 


our Reſcue, who ſhould Reſtore all things to 


their priſtine Order, and conquer and ſubdue all 


Oppoſition of the Adverſary. The Jewiſh 
People ( we ſee) were nouriſhed in this happy 


Expectation thro the Courſe of many Ages; 


whom 


be Tt 
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3 to Men, to deliver and ſet up * by Precept 


Biſhop's Viſitaticn at E I. v. 5 
whom God was pleas'd to make Choice of, out 
of all the Families of the Earth, to inſtruct par- 
ticularly in his Will, and to preſerve by Mira- 
cles; that they might be ſtanding Evidences to 
the reſt of Mankind, of his ſtupendous Power 
and overflowing Goodneſs, and that in all ages 
their miraculous Preſervation might be a viſible 
and undoubted Teſtimony of the genuine Au- 
thority of his Revealed Will. 

The Promiſed Seed of the 8 which was 
to bruiſe the Serpent's head, appeared in the fullneſs 
of time to the Jewiſh People, It was the bright- 
eſt ſeaſon the World had enjoyed, an univerſal 
Peace being eſtabliſhed, and a free Commerce 
of all Nations, amidſt the utmoſt Splendor of the 
Roman Monarchy ; when the Word, or Son of 
God, who in the Beginning was with G od, and 
2a5 God, by whom all things were made, choſe to 
become incarnate and to dwell or tabernacle 
amongſt Men. He came to his own favourite 
People, who, Blind and Ungrateful, did not re- 
ceive him, but he communicated a glorious A- 
doption and Sonſhip to all who did, or ſhould 
Receive him : a Power to become the Sons of 


God to thoſe who believe in him. 


All the Prophets of the == down from 
their great Law-giver, ſucceſſively had Pointed 
at Him, and taught the People to Believe in him 
that was to come, He came to found and pro- 
pagate the beſt Religion, which teaches to Wor- 
ſhip God in Spirit and in Truth; to make the 
laſt and fulleſt Revelation of the Will of God 


and 


6 A SERMON Preach'd at the 
and Example an exact Model, a Pattern or 
Standard of Morality; in the ſteady Obſerva- 
tion whereof, the higheſt Perfection of Vertue 


(chat is poſſible) is arriv'd at, the Favour of 


God procur'd, and the Terms of e 
with . fulfilled. 

Our Lord Chriſt has ſet before our Eyes un: 
erring Rules of a Religious Life, and fixt Laws 
of Acting, whereto our Moral Conduct ought 
to be adjuſted : By theſe not only the Igno- 
rant may be inſtructed, but the Learned alſo, 
in their Duty : Who from their experience in 


other Human Writings, can caſily perceive and 


diſtinguiſh the ſuperior Advantage of a Divine and 
Infallible Doctrine. The ſacred Penmen, who 
have Recorded theſe Truths were endued with 
ſuch extraordinary and miraculous Influences of 
the Spirit, as were pour d out abundantly r 


the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, who ſpale 


with Tongues and propheſied : the Apoſtolical Office 
was diſtinguiſhed by theſe Gifts with a ſupere- 
minent Power and Dignity. In that miracu- 
« Jous Age there were diverſities of Gifts, there 
& were differences of adminiſtrations, there were 
<« diverſities of Operations which were all made 
< effeQual by the Energy of the ſame holy Spi- 
< rit, at the appointment of the ſame Lord, 

ce being derived from the ſame God the Father. 


The ſame holy Spirit then communicated to 


our Divine Writers ſuch immediate Streams 
of Light and Knowledge out of the ſame Di- 
vine Fountain, as were ſufficient to direct them 
in committing to Writing thoſe ſacred Truths 

and 


Biſbop's Viſitation at E L r. | 8 
and Doctrines, which they have left as an in- 
eſtimable Poſleſſion to the Church through- 
cout all ages. 3 | 
All the glorious Doctrines of the great ). 
fle of Gedlmnefs are Revealed in theſe Writings. 
3 It way manifeſted in the Fleſh: in the Perſon of 
the Rleſſed Jeſus, who ſubmitted. ro be Born of 
the Virgin Mary. It was juſtiſied or atteſted 
to, by the Spirit: He gave his Evidence by a 
3 itude of Prophecies as well as by the Gift 
of Prophecy; by immediate Declarations made 
by himſelf in a viſible ſhape; by a ſtupendous 
Power of working Miracles. It was ſeen of 
Angels; They attended as Guards upon the Re- 
ſurrection of Him, who was. the Firſt-fruits from 
the Dead. It was Preached unto the Gentiles 
The Jewiſh Nation were disfranchiz'd of their 
Privilege of being the peculiar People; The 
Church of Chriſt founded amongſt Them, Re- 
ceived all true Believers into her Boſom, with- 
out any diſtinction of Nation or Kindred or 
Tongue or People: The Wild Olive was grafied 
in, that it might partake of the Root and Fatneſs 
of the Olive-Tree. It was Believed on in the 
World : The Goſpel was attended with miracu- 
lous ſucceſs in the Propagation of it, agrecably 
to that Prediction of our Lord; And I, if I be 
: lifted up, will draw all Men unto me. It was 
- laſtly Received up in Glory, er dôgn; Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, the great Myſtery of Godlineſs did ſo- 
lemnly triumph, when He aſcended up on high, 
| over the Powers of Death and of Hell, and open- 
ed unto Men the Gate of Everlaſting Life. 
E | | | The 
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The Divinely-inſpired Scriptures of the New Te- 
ſtament Inſtruct us fully in theſe ſublime Do- 
Qrines, as well as teach us to regard, to con- 
fide in and revere our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the 


three great Offices of Prophet, Prieſt, and King, 
which He exerciſes for the Accompliſhment - 
of our Salvation. His Admonitions muſt be 


liſten'd to, which contain the Will of God; 
His Merits and Interceſſion muſt be confided 
in, who Reconciles us to our God; His Au— 
thority muſt be Obeyed, to Whom A Power 
is given in Heaven and in Earth. 

The Spirit of God has followed in theſe 
Writings his own Method, without delivering 
his Dictates or Doctrines according to a Syſtem, 
which Human Reaſon might invent or com- 


poſe. He accommodates the moſt important 


of them to -all Capacities, according to his 
good pleaſure; to- the Rude and Vulgar as 


well as to the Learned and Polite, with ſuch 
repetitions, and in ſuch different Lights, as may 


be moſt proper to ſerve the great End of In- 


ruction. All our ſpiritual knowledge is to be : 


derived from this ſacred Fountain of - Divine 


Myſteries and Precepts, Truths and Doctrines 


of all things which can be the Objects of our 
preſent Faith and of our Hope of what is 
Future. = | FO 
Any other unerring Guide would be in vain 
ſought after in the great Affair of our Salvati- 


on. The auguſt Title of the Pillar and Ground 
of the Truth, is given to the Church of the Liv- 
ing Cod; becauſe as the Columns and Baſes | 

| f ſupport 


8 
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ſupport a Building, ſo does She lift up and 
bear the Truth, kindring it from ſlipping out of 


our Minds, cauſing it to be ſeen far and wide: 
The T eſtimony of many honeſt Men in Her 


are united, affirming they had received ſuch 
Doctrines and Precepts from the - Apoſtles : 
which muſt be of great influence amongſt the 
Obſtinate. But notwithſtanding this, it is cer- 


tain, that particular Churches not only may, but 


often haye erred, either in deciding Controver- 
ſies, or interpreting Scripture. Infallibility is 
not contained in the Title which I ſpeak of; 


the Church bears witneſs to the Truth, but 17 


depends not upon Her Dictates. 
The Epithet Oe xHj,ñs, Viz. given by Joſhi 


tion of Ga added to V LH in my Text, aſ- 


ſures us of it's full ſufficiency. If God hatlt 
condeſcended to make a Revelation of his Will, 

it cannot but be conceived adequate to the Pur- 
poſe. Even the Word Profitable implies this 
ſufficiency, which in a figurative way of ſpeak- 
ing, uſual in ſacred as well as profane Authors, 
will bear the Senſe which I contend for. That 
it intimates, compleatly ſufficient, in this place, 
appears from the Words which follow; where 
the Man of God, purſuing the Ends mention'd, 

is declared to be Perfect in his Function; 
throughly qualified to diſcharge all the Duties 
of it. 

We muſt Build then upon this Foundatiou? 
the Scripture alone is our infallible Rule of Do- 
ctrine. This charges ſuch Churches and Bodies 
of Chriſtians with a Tranſgreſſion, ho teach 

B tre 
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| 10 A SERMON Preathd at the 
| the Commandments of Men for Doctrines. The 
' Tyranny of Rome is plainly inſupportable ; 
which impoſcs new Articles of Faith, of which Y 
lf here we can find no Ground. Her boaſted In- 
il fallibility either in Repreſentatives aſſembled, or a 
ſovereign Pontif, or Both together, the Ground 
j of her "other Errors, and which renders them 
i | incurable, would here be inquired for in vain; 
lf, as well as her abominable Idolatry and amazing 
3 Superſtition. For which Cauſes ſhe cruelly de- 
5 nics to her People, the Birth- right of Chriſtian 
4 the free uſe of the ſacred Books, for fear of 
their being undeccived. Such . groſs Corrupti- 
i ons and Impoſitions can be only maintain'd by 
Violence and the Dread of Tortures; which 7. 
{it accordingly ſhe cxcrciſeth with a moſt Unchri- 
tian Spirit upon all within her Power, who 
dare preſume to make Diſcoveries, or to differ 
from Her. Of what a wretched Depravation is 
1 the beſt Inſtitution capable, when new and ſtrange 
1 ſuperſtructures are added to it, convertible to 
i the Ends of Lucre and Ambition? But let us 
. adhere inviolably to our only true Rule, it be- 
| ing certain, that Al Scriprure given by inſpiration 
| of God, is able to make us wiſe unto Salvation. 
1 We ice it is profitable for Doctrine. As we ſhall 
|: „% 5 
j 2aly, For Reproof. The Original is æpòs SA 
i vr the moſt uſual ſignification whereof, is, for 
i confutation or conviction, Clear and Convincing 
| Arguments, and certain Authorities, may be 
1 drawn from theſe Fountains, whereby any Error 
| V hat ſocver that is contrary to ſound Doctrine, 
1 | may 
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may be overthrown, may be expoſed and confu- 
ted. The falſhood of any Opinion, pretended 
to be of neceſſary conſequence to Salvation, 
and to be founded in Scripture, may be caſily 
diſcovered by a free and accurate Examination 
into it's genuine Senſe. The only truc Rule of 
Interpreting muſt in this caſe be diligently ad- 


2 hered to; v/z. the real Scope and Deſign of the 


ſacred Author muſt be carefully attended to, with- 
out any ſiniſter or narrow View of wreſting his 
Words, to the ſenſe of a prejudicate Opinion. 
The Obſervation of this Rule accompanied with a 
competent Ability of Diſcerning and Judging, 


2 together with a requiſite Skill in the Original Lan- 


guages may enable us ſuthciently, at leaſt for our 
own Information, to diſlodge Error from it's ffrong- 


'1 holds, and vindicate Divine Fuck into her native 


Liberty. Let us try our Rule in ſome Inſtances; 
If a scheme of Doctrine be propoſed as 
neceſſary to be Believed, which devotes the 
whole Race of Mankind, helpleſs and unable 
to eſcape, to devouring » Incxſtinguiſhable 
Flames; a few only excepted , here and there 
arbitrarily choſen out of the periſhing Maſs : 
If an abſolute Predeſtination to Life or Death 
Ercrnal, be contended for, which has not 
the leaſt Regard to the Intention or Con- 
duct of the Creature: by which Doctrine the 
Righteous Fudge of all the Earth, ſtands evi- 
dently ha with Injuſtice, (how ſtrongly 
ſoever this conſequence may be diſavowed , ) 
and the very Ground of Morality 1s ſubverted : 


3 | Let us enquire diligently into the Mind of St. 


B 2 Paul 
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42 A SERMON Preach d at the 
Paul in thoſe Paſſages whereupon it is Built; 
which, how capable ſoever they may ſeem, at 


firſt ſight, of being ſo Interpreted, yer we ſhall 


find, that they do not in reality eſtabliſh ſuch 


a Doctrine. The great Apoſtle had primarily 
in view, to vindicate the Diſpenſations of Di- 


vine Providence, in regard to the Admiſſion = 


or Rejection of whole Nations and Communi- 
ties of Men, to, or from the Graces of the Go- 
ſpel. This he ſhews to be a Matter of free Grace 
and abſolute Prerogative: It was eminently at 
that time the Caſe of the Jews; who for their 
Infidelity, occaſion'd by their ſtumbling at the 
Works of the Law, ( which they held to be 
unalterable and of eternal obligation) were fe- 
jected from the diſtinguiſhing Privilege of a. 


the beloved People: that fo by their Fall Sal. 
vation might come unto the Gentiles, the Goſpel 


be Propagated every where, the wild 0/zve-Trec 
be erafted into the ſtock of Abraham, and the 
Partition-wall being broken down, All the faith- 


ful Believers in Chriſt Jeſus might become par- 
takers of the ſame Grace, and Coheirs of the 


ſame Glory, This is the Grand Point which he 
is clearing and confirming in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans and elſewhere; in treating whereof, 
He ſpcaks in general (as is uſual in the vehe- 
mence of ſpeaking) what is only to be adapt- 
ed in particular to his Subject: Here are Pro- 
poſitions, which conſidered apart and ſeparately 


from his Purpoſe, might imply the pretended 


Doctrine; which yet muſt be underſtood as 
mainly tending and ſubſervient to it, in ſuch a 
L : ſenſe 
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Biſhop's Viſitation at E Lv. 13 
ſenſe as is agrecable to his own manifeſt Do- 


L crine in other places, and to the whole Cur- 


rent and Tenour of the Holy Scriptures. We 


2 ſhall behold, upon this Proſpect, the Juſtice and 
* Goodneſs of God always triumphant, whatſoc- 
ver Difficulties our Ignorance or Weakneſs 
might ſuggeſt, 
2 reconciling the Divine Fore-knowledge with 
the Freedom of our Will; when we muſt con- 
fes that both are certain. 


nor ſhall we be embaraſſed in 


When we hear the Papiſt aſcribing to his 


| ſovereign Pontif at Rome, the ſplendid Titles 
of Chriſt's Vicar, the Viſible Head of the Church, 


the Biſhop of Biſhops, the univerſal Paſtor: con- 


tending that theſe Powers do of Right belong 
to him, as ſucceeding in the Chair of St. Pe- 
ter; to whom our Lord expreſſſy committed 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, of Bind- 
ing and looſing, and whom He commanded par- 
ticularly zo Feed his Lambs and his Sheep, Let 
us examine theſe Pretenſions by our impartial 
Rule; we ſhall find, 
his Diſcourſes, ſometimes addreſs d himſelf eſpe- 
: cially to Peter, upon account of the Forward- 
2 nels of his Zeal; 
given him, were communicated to the reſt of 
the Apaſtles alſo: 
footſteps of his ever having claimed or exerciſed 
cover them ſuch a juriſdiction or Authority as is 
2 pretended. 
- challenged a particular Reſpect to be Paid to 


that altho' our Lord in 


yet the Powers which were 


nor can we trace the leaft 


And altho' the Biſhops of Rome 


the Dignity of their See, as Preſiding over the 


3 Church of the Imperial City; yet in a long 


3 ſeries, 


——— — 
— * — — 


—. 


— . — 

? . 2 = 
r — ww 

: FLA — + IHE. 


TY. i — 
r 
— — 


— — 


* 
1 
1 
14 
* 
- 
; 
: 
1 
I 
=» 
* 
1 
: 
* 
1 4 
1 
* 
j 
it- 
: 
Þ 
l * 
4 
N 
[1 
: F 
* 
1 
1 
1 
|} 
4% 
34 4 » 
"3:2 
7 
1 
# * 
{ of 
* 
F 
4 * 
7 
1 
x © 
= 5 
1 
4 
0 
1 
9 
. 
7 
* 
#37] 
4; 
44 
* 
$7 
* 
1 
4 
1 
0 * 
& L 
FL 
* 
„ 
* 
1 
© no 
- 
4 
” F 
ic 
IF 
IF EL 
| 
43 
1 
1 
7 1 
1 
N 1 
1 
Ss ©. 
1 
1 
* 
1 4 
14 
114 
1 
1 
1 
pj 
T 
81 : 
'5F 
77 x 
- q 
5 
1 * 
3 
1 
= 
: : * 
3 
"FE © 
| ” 
\ 1 
Sd 
„ 
1 
uw 
#X%.. 
1 
7 
. 
1% 


— 


14 A SERMON Preach'd at the 
ſeries of Succeſſion they never laid claim to a 


ſpiritual Monarchy, from any Right of ſuccced- 
ing Him, whom they now call, the Prince of 


the Apoſtles. 


If it be aſſerted and maintain'd, as it often 


hath been, that the Right of Church-Govern- | 


ment does properly belong to a Parity of Preſ- 


byters; whoſe ſole Province it is to Overſee 


and to Feed the Flock of Chriſt, without the 
Controul of one of a ſuperior Order; and that 


conſequently the Epiſcopate is an Uſurpation 


upon this inherent Right: Our Rule of exa- 
mining impartially will ſoon expedite this af- 
fair; ſince in the Holy Scripture it ſelf, we 


cannot but diſcern plain Footſteps of the Hie- 


rarchy. It cannot be denied, that in the Apo- 


ſtolical Age, beſides thoſe Helps, Gifts, Diverſi- 


ties of Tongues, beſides thoſe extraordinary Oth- 
ces of Evaneeliſts, and Prophets, and Teachers, 


who received the immediate Influences of the 


Holy Ghoſt, for the firſt Propagation of the 
Goſpel; there were three diſtinguiſh'd Offices 


of Apoſtles, and Presbyters, and Deacons endued 


at that time with the Holy Ghoſt alſo; to whom 
in their reſpective Ranks the Government and 
Inſpection of all the Churches appertain'd. But 
the Care of the Churches did moſt eminently 


belong to the Apoſtles, who had under Chriſt 
the ſuperior Adminiſtration of them. This ſu- 


perior Office of Inſpection, they delegated to 
Others, to ſucceed them in particular Churches. 


Thus James the Lord's Brother, we find ſeveral | 
times ſpoken of as Preſiding, adminiſtring and 


manag- 


| Biſhop's Viſitatiom at ELY. 15 


managing all things in the Church of Feruſa- 
lem; which is agrecable to the Accounts of the 
2 moſt antient Writers of undoubted credit, who 
2 teſtify Him to have been the firſt Biſhop of that 
See. And whoſoever acknowledgeth the Reve- 
lation of St. John to be genuine, muſt ſee the 
> Epiſcopal Authority evidently ſpecified in the 
Angels of the ſeven Aſiatic Churches. Are they 
not inveſted with the whole Paſtoral Care of 
their reſpective Churches? Is not a ſtrict Ac- 
count requir'd of them, concerning the Irregu- 


larities or Cuſtoms which had been Introduced ? 


| Þ| Do not the Characters there given of them, an- 
8 ſwer to thoſe of the then Biſhops of thoſe Pla- 
ces, according to the beſt Hiſtorical Accounts 


as may be eminently ſeen in that of Polycarp of 


© Smyrna, whole Picty is commended, whoſe Mar- 
tyrdom is foretold ? So that here, we have a com- 
pleat Atteſtation given to the Epiſcopal Authority, 


and to the real Diſtinction of this higheſt Or- 
der. I might farther inſiſt upon the ſame being 
confirmed by the Commiſſion and Directions 


which St. Paul gives to Timothy and Titus, about 


; exerciſing the Power of Ordination, for the 


Government of the Churches of Epheſus and 
Crete; where they were really and properly 
Biſhops, as the beſt Writers fully and conſtant- 
ly atteſt. It might indeed be argued, that an 
Inſtitution ſo ſpeedily, ſo religiouſly, fo uniycr- 


ally Received, could be owing to nothing leſs 
chen Apoſtolical Authority. But the View 
I which we have taken, may ſufficiently ſatisfy 
4 the 


16 A SERMON Preach'd at the 
the impartial Examiner in his firm Adherence 
to the Hierarchy. 

For we cannot juſtly call in queſtion the Veracity 
of the beſt Hiſtorians and Writers of Antiquity. 
Even the Reception and Authority of the Ca- 
non of Scripture it ſelf, as to all ſucceeding 


Ages, is owing, to their Teſtimony ; that ſacred 


Depoſitum and Treaſure, by whoſe genuine Light 
and Force, all erroneous and ſtrange Doctrines 
may be both detected and exploded: the excel- 
lency whereof ſtill farther appcars in its being 
certain, that 
zaly, All Scripture given by Inſpiration of God 
is Profitable for Correction; for the Reformation 
and Amendment of Men's Lives. All manner 
of wicked Practices are clearly expoſed, and 
ſharply condemned in very many places of Ho- 
ly Scripture. Not only the more open and 
notorious Crimes, which human Laws reftrain, 
which the univerſal ſenſe of Mankind 'con- 
demns ; ſuch as Murder, Adultery, Theft, Fal ſe- 
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witneſs, Blaſphemy, with all kinds of Impiety, 
are forbidden under ſuch amazing Penalties, as 


muſt awaken the Sinners Conſcience, and ſtrike 


him with a Dread of the Divine Vengeance; 
but alſo thoſe Sins which Men are wont to 4 
conceal with an artfull Diſguiſe, have their De- 3 


formity plainly ſhewn, their Iniquity expoſed , 


and the Veils are drawn back of the moft re- 
fined Hypocriſy. If an Action or Defi ign Co- 


loured over with ſpecious Pretences, by which | 
Men may not only. impoſe upon Others, but 
oven "upon themſelves, be compared with this 

| Written 
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Written Rule, the Word of God; the Obli. 
quity of it may be caſily diſcovered. The pur- 
{uit of a good End, imagin'd to authorize any 
means, which may ſcem neceſſary to attain it, 
is not allowed of. We are taught that the 
Damnation of ſuch is juſt, who ſcruple not the 
Commiſſion of Evil for the obtaining of Good. 
The Worldly Wiſdom and Politic (wherein 
ſome take ſuch high complacency) of moulding 
and managing the Paſſions or Intereſts of others, 
to their own Purpoſes, of creating Dependences, 
of continually graſping at, and engroſſing Pow- 
er; whatſoever ſpecious Ends it may propoſe, 
is ſhewn to proceed generally on no other 

rounds, beſides the corrupted Views of Self- 
Intereſt, and that it tends only to ſerve the 
wretched Ends of a miſerable Ambition: It is 
therefore condemned expreſſly, and the Guile. 
Baſeneſs and Treachery attending it, are ex- 
poſcd.” 

Men may fancy to themſelves an imaginary 
Neceſſity of State and Figure, for Themſelves 
or Families; wherein they may intend to Act 
with a ſuitable Beneficence to Mankind: This ima- 


gin'd Neceſſity is deſtroy'd in the Leſſons which 
teach us; that the greateſt and moſt ſubſtantial 


Gain does always center in the riet Union of 
Coaline ſs with Contentment. The heaping up Trea- 


ſures, obnoxious to Moth and Ruſt and Rapine, 


inſtead of ſuch ſolid and durable ones, as will 
be crowned with Immortality and Glory, is de- 
The unreaſonable 


Folly of ſuch is made manifeſt, who have been 
| C 67 all 


18 On © SERMON Preach'd at the 


all along accumulating Poſſeſſions to their De- 
ſires, in proſpect of a long and happy Enjoy- 
ment of them; ſince poſſibly their Soul may 
be required of them, even in that very night 
wherein their bliſsful ſcheme was projected of 


Repoſe and Tranquility: And then very ſhock- 
ing will be the Remembrance of the manifold 
Guilt, wherein the thirſt of Lucre may have in- 
volyd them; the Tears of the Widow and Or- 
phan, the Cries of the Oppreſſed, the Miſeries 
which Others have ſuffered by their Iniquity, 
will all Reproach them. The Avarice which I 
ſpeak of, is in Scripture declared to be the Root 
of all Evil; and the Difficulty of a Rich Man's 
being ſaved who truſteth in, Riches, whoſe af- 
fections are ſettled upon his Wealth, is expreſs'd 
by a Metaphor, which implies an re bility. | 
Not only the Man who frecly indulges his 
irregular Paſſions, who gives the looſe Rein to 
each importunate Appetite, is check'd, is re- 
ſtrain'd by wholſome Admonitions, as well as 
by rigid Precepts: But they alſo are cenſur'd, 
are corrected, who Sin with nicety by a rarer 
Uſe of Pleaſures, pretending ſome neceſſity * 
which they plead in excuſe of a vitious Practice. 
"Theſe poſlibly have reduced the main Current 
of their Actions to a juſt Regularity ; and yet 
ſhall rctain, ſome darling, favourite Vice, which I 
through habit and cuſtom, „or inclination and | 
temper they cannot reſolve to part with. But 
woe find it a Maxim of Morality eſtabliſhed in 
the ſacred Books that the Offender in one point; 
. againſt the Law of God , Is guilty of all. He 3 
reſiſts 
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reſiſts the Authority which enjoins it; He is to 
be regarded as a Criminal. If his Principle of O- 
bedience and Duty to God were throughly real 
and ſincere; He would deſire to pleaſe him in 
every thing; He would not wilfully or obſti- 


| natcly diſpleaſe him in any thing. 


The facred Writings do, in ſhort, tcach us, 
that eycry manifeſt Corruption is to be parted 


with, how difficult ſoever the regretting Task 


may appear; ſuch as that would ſeem, of bein 


I 
5 
7 


4 Fre. 4 70 p ” 1 of A right Hand, 


or to pluck out 4 
: right Eye. which yet it muſt be allowed, would 
be quitted very advantagiouſly, if by that means 
we could eſcape the Anguiſh and Horror of E- 
ternal Torments. 

 4thly, All Scripture given by inſpiration of Cod, 
179 E for Inſtruclion in Righteouſneſs. It is 
not ſufficient that Sin be avoided; Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs are diligently to be Practiſed. 
Theſe two laſt Heads are put together by the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. VII. 1. Having theſe promiſes, 
455 Beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all 


Fuel of the Fleſh and Spirit, the defilement 


of all ſorts of Sins, whether of Body or Mind, 


} perfecting holineſs in the fear of God. 


Holiqeſs and Righteouſneſs are explain d, re- 


commended, enforced throughout the holy Ora- 
cles 
Cc Luſtre. 
ſtite to obtain the Favour of God, and to find 
Acceptance with Him. We are deſervedly to 
adore Him as the Fountain of all Being and of 
4 all Perfection; ; who has deſtin d for us never- 


ith the moſt genuine efficacy, the bright. 
They ſhew all the Meaſures requi- 
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ed out. 
cultivated. We muſt obſerve the excellent Rules 
and Dictates of Order, of Duty, of INT; 


vor en things of the E arth z to be Heawenly-mind- © 


fading Crowns, and an Eternal weight of Glory ; 
to be the Reward of our ſincere tho' imperfet 
Obcdicnce, and of a diligent Diſcharge of the 


Conditions which He requires in order to our 


obtaining them. The purity of Heart neceſſary 
to qualify ws for ſeeing God, is explain in all 
it's Branches. Righteouſneſs is founded upon a 
Principle of Charity, of an univerſal Good-will 


and Benevolence to Mankind: This is to be ſo 


extenſive and unlimited, as to comprehend in it 
the Love even of our Enemies: towards whom 


we muſt be compaſſionate and tender after the 
example of our Heavenly Father's diffuſive, over- 
flowing Goodneſs to all his Creatures: Who is 


kind cven to the Unthankful and the Evil: 
who is ready to forgive us our own Offences in 
the ſame proportion and meaſure, as we are wil 
ling to forgive thoſe of others. 

The Glory of God, the intire Love of Him, 
the comfortable Proſpect of future Felicity, mult 


be the Principles, the Springs, the Motives of 


our Conduct; by which the corrupted affecti- 
ons of Pride, Ambition, Avarice, of referring 


every thing to a Man's own Glory, or Intereſts, 


cr to ſerve the Ends of his Paſſions will be root- 
A diſintereſted and real Vertue is to be 


of Religion. 
What ſhall I ſay of that ſublime Degree of 


Virtue, which the Goſpel points at? Are we 


not ro ſer cur. affections on things above, and 


1 


2? Mortification and Self-denial , 


4 Necourſe muſt bs had for 
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ed, and to have our Converſation in Heaven; com- 
paratively to overlook the temporal things be- 
fore us, in reſpect to the things which are not 
ſeen, the Goods reſerved for us in the Boſom 
Tof Eternity ? 
and Diſpoſitions beſt fitted to preſerve our Inte- 
grity and Innocence, to guide us in the narrow 


Are not theſe noble Sentiments 


way which leadeth unto Life? Should we be 


called to ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, the Task 


will not appear too difficult. The duties of 
3 will not be 
thought too rigorous, when they are plainly 
neceſſary for reducing our Manners to Order 
and Regularity. The Spirit of Meckneſs and 
Patience under Afflictions and Injuries, will not 


appear unreaſonable; when it is ſeen, that to 
I yield a due Submiſſion and Reſignation to the 
Divine Will, is a Sacrifice acceptable and well- 
2 pleaſing, and that our light affiiition which is but 


for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceed- 


3 ing and eternal weight of Glory. The time would 
fail me, to ſpeak of the cxalted Devotion and 
2 Piety, of the tranſcendent zeal to do good, to 
be uſeful and beneficial to the World, which 
the Scripture recommends and enforces. 
2 Idea of Perfect Vertue is every where ſcattered 
throughout the ſacred Books; it is exemplified 
in the unblemiſhed Life of our Bleſſed Saviour; 


An 


whoſe Precepts delivered in the Goſpels and in 


ö the Writings of his Holy Apoſtles by the Spirit, 


do fully repreſent and eſtabliſh it: To which 
all requiſite Iaſtructi- 
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haſten in the 
. ee Place, to Conſider the perfection or Ac- 


compliſhment, which the Man of God may Re- 
ccive from hence, for the Diſcharge of his Ot- 
fice. 

The four particular Heads which I have: treat- 
ed of, contain a complete ſummary of all that 
is neceſſary to Salvation. The matters of Faith 
are comprehended in the two former; the mat- 


ters of Practice in the two latter. The Divine 


Truths to be believed and inculcated, are Point- 
ed at in the Firſt; the oppoſite Errors to be 


avoided and confuted, in the Second; the Sins 


and Vices pernicious to the Chriſtian Life, in 
the Third; the Rightcouſneſs perfective of it, 
in the Fourth. So that the Man of God, the 


_ Chriſtian Miniſter or Paſtor, who is ſo well ac- 


quainted with the Holy Scripture, as to be ful- 
ly Inſtructed in theſe Particulars, whether of 
Knowledge or of Duty; and who conducts his 
own Life agrecably thereto; is accompliſhed 
and Perfect; is Prepared and Furniſhed com- 
pletely unto every good Work pertaining to his 
Office. For 

_ 1ſt, The Man of God in the Text, is the Chri- 
ſtian Prieſt or Paſtor; ; the Teacher or Miniſter 
of the Word of God. Timothy indeed, to whom 
the Epiſtle is directed, and whoſe Duty is de- 
ſcribed in it, has primarily this Title; who is 
ſaid in the verſe foregoing v. 11. from a Child 


to have known the Holy Scriptures: which could 


not only make him wiſe unto Salvation , Im 


. 1 Y 
! 
<< WM 
L 

A 


nd 


# Perfect him alſo as 4 Mar F God. 


1 


ho offers u 
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This very 
Stile and Title is likewiſe aſcribed or attribut- 


B or to him 1 Tim. VI. 11. But thou O Man of 
God, flee theſe things. Yet however, the two Ver- 


ſes of our Text, being delivered dogmatically 


as a general Propoſition or Rule, and not ap- 


plied to Him excluſively of Others; Each Mini- 
ter of the Goſpel may be underſtood as deſign- 


ed to be included in this Character. 


Io whom can fo honourable a Title be more 
Juſtly given than to Him, who by a particular 
Conſecration is ſet apart and Dedicated to God? 
Who by the Privilege of his Character and the 
Miniſtrations of his Function approaches to God? 
Prayers and Supplications for 
Men, and as their Mouth; that the Wrath of 
God may be appeaſed, and his Favour regain'd 


| < effectually, through the Merits and Interceſſion 


f the great High-Prieſt. Is he not the Inſtru- 


ment of conveying the Divine Benefits to Men 
zin Adminiſtring the Sacraments; and in pro- 
poſing the Offers of Divine Grace, by the Word 
and Doctrine? Is it not in his Commiſſion to 
Zreprove and correct the Erroneous and Tranſ- 
I greſſors; to Teach and Inſtruct Men in the Ser- 
vice and Knowledge of, or iz Things pertaining 
to God? © 


2aly, If the Knowledge of the Holy Oracles 


be of the utmoſt conſequence to all Chriſtians, 
As being able to make them wiſe unto Salvation; 
how much ſtronger is this Obligation upon 
Them, whoſe Province it is to Teach, to Re- 
pbrove, to Correct, to Inſtruct Others, accord- 


ing 


known, the ſtrength of Reaſon exerted ; with- 


of the Holy Scriptures. 


24 A SERMON Preach'd at the I 
ing to what they find written herein? He ought 
firſt to learn the Truth, who deſires to teach 
it. His Mind ſhould be firſt inlighten'd, who 
would be an Inſtrument of inlightening the 
Minds of Others. He muſt firſt know the Terms 
of the Covenant, who would be an Agent or 
Miniſter to propoſe them. How can he other- #F 
wiſe diſcharge ſufficiently the different Obliga- 
tions of his Function ; : which is to be a Guide 
to the Blind, a Teacher of Babes, a Monitor to 
All? This Study will enable him ighily to di- 
vide the Word of Truth without the danger of 
deceiving Others, or of being Himſelf deceived. 
Here is no room for Negligence or Sloth : The 
original Languages muſt be acquird, the Mazes 
of Science muſt be pry'd into, the Records of 
Antiquity ſearch'd, it's Manners and Cuſtoms Þ 


out which it would be in vain to try to pene- 2 
trate the ſacred Depths and the intimate Receſſes 


But altho' ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Heighth of 
Skill and Knowlege cannot be found in Each, 
nor perhaps in any Individual; yet is it cer. 
tainly required in the Aggregate or complex 
Body of thoſe, who are employed in the ſacred 
Function; in the Adminiſtration whereof ever) 
one ſhould ftrive to excel, the Ore. in this mai 
ner, and the Other in that; whereby all may; 
conſpire by their mutual Abilities and Labour 
to build up and to adorn the Body of Chriſt. 
The Riches of Learning can only now ſupply. be 
however imperfectly, che want of thoſe tran- in 

ſcendenr | 


Q. 


; Biſhop's Viſitation at ELY. 25 
it ſcendent Abilities, which were communicated. 
ch = by the immediate Influences of the Holy Spirit, 
ho in the Infancy of the Church: when by his 
the forcible Operations which they ſaw, whole Mul- 
ms titudes were Converted in an Inſtant to the 

Or Faith of Chriſt. When he deſcended in the vi- 
ler- #ſible ſhape of clover Tongues like as of Fire, and 
ga- ſat upon the Heads of the firſt Agents in this 
ide Miniſtry; when being enlightened, animated, 
to fortified, they began to ſpeak with ew Tongues, 

as the Spirit gave them utterance ; and were a- 
of bundantly ſupplied with whatſoever could ſerve 
ved. to raiſe, to illuſtrate and to ſtrengthen the Ex- 
The cellence and Dignity of the Apoſtolical Office. 
zes If it be onr Province, and the End of our 
s of Commiſſion, to Inſtruct our Brethren, the Mem- 
oms bers of Chriſt's Body in what they ought to 
1th- know, to believe, to hope, to perform; as we 
ene. cannot but infer with our great Apoſtle, that 
eſſes V is unto us, if we Preach not the Goſpel; ſo al- 
ſo that we muſt betake our ſelves in earneſt to 
of the Study of the way to Salvation in thoſe Ho- 


ach, ly Writings, wherein God has Reveal'd and 


cer. Proposd it. Our Religion is there in Truth 
iplei to be found, we Reſt not upon the Deciſions 
red of mere human Authority, we go directly to 
ver]; the Fountains themſelves, Ve compare Spiritual 
mas, things with Spiritual. 

ma; If the Titles of Enbaſſadors, of Stewards and 
DOU! EZ matchmen be aſcribed to us, a Meaſure of Ad- 
hriſt. Y dreſs and Fidelity, of Vigilance and Zeal ſhould 
ppl, be exerted, proportionate to what is required 
tram in ſuch Offices. But chiefly we muſt beware, 
dent 1 1 | leſt 
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ſtand againſt us. Let us Uſe the Weapons of 
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Many to Righteouſneſs; of ſhining for ever 
with diſtinguiſh'd Glory. 


26 A SERMON Preach'd at the &c. 
left whilſt we have Preached to Others, we 
our ſelves become adixyua, dilapprov'd of or 
caſt-away: leſt in the dreadful Judgment of the 
laſt Day not only the inward Voice of Reaſon 
and the written Oracles of God, but our own 
Exhortations alſo to ſanity of Life, ſhould 


our Warfare with all diligence, to weaken the 
Force of Satan's Kingdom, and to. advance that 
of the great Captain of our Salvation, Let us 
adminiſter the Affairs of our excellent Province 
with Dignity and Luſtre; that ſo we may be 
accounted Worthy to obtain the Reward which 
is allotted to the Wiſe and to Them who turn 


